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TROUT ANGLERSô FEDERATION 

OF IRELAND 
 

The Official National Governing Organisation 

 

Established 1931 

MISSION 

 The Trout Anglersô Federation of Ireland aspires to organise trout angling clubs on the island 
of Ireland and to represent and support them in the pursuit of the sport of trout angling in all itsô 
traditions. 

 

OBJECTIVES 

 (i) To promote the sport of trout angling in all its traditions. 

 (ii) To advocate on behalf of the affiliated Clubs or Associations. 

To take part in national and international trout angling events. 

To nurture the participation of children in trout angling. 

To advance the ideals of trout conservation  

To participate in the development of trout fisheries. 

To seek to protect the angling environment. 

To cultivate a spirit of co-operation with kindred organisations. 

 

GOVERNANCE 

Proper and effective governance of the Federation is affected through its Constitution and the im-
plementation of TAFI Policies. The TAFI Policies are subject to a review period of 3 years to en-
sure that they reflect best practice in good governance and are relevant to the particular issues 
affecting TAFI.  

A TAFI Policy shall not undermine this Constitution. Subsequent issues of governance on which 
this Constitution is silent and which are not the subject of specific TAFI Policies shall, in the first 
instance, be brought to Central Council for consideration and then referred to the Strategic Policy 
Committee  
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A message from the Chairman of Fermanagh and Omagh District Council. Councillor 
Howard Thornton for the XVIII Commonwealth Fly Fishing Competition 2018 

As Chairman of Fermanagh and Omagh District Council, I would like to extend a very warm wel-
come to the district to all the competitors and visitors attending the XVIII Commonwealth Fly 
Fishing Competition 2018.  

This is the first time that the event has been held in Northern Ireland and we, in the Fermanagh 
and Omagh district, are proud and delighted that, through this competition, we will be afforded 
the opportunity to showcase to an international audience the excellent fishing which is available 
in the Fermanagh and Omagh area. 

International fishing competitions are not new to Fermanagh and Omagh, indeed the Quiggery 
River near Fintona and Loughmacrory Lough, two of the locations for this competition, were also 
used as part of the World Youth Fly Fishing Championships in 2013 while the waters of Ferman-
agh provided the venues for the USIC Angling Championship in 2017 which attracted teams and 
individuals from nine European countries.     

The district also plays host annually to two long-established major fishing competitions, the, 
week-long Classic Fishing Festival which takes place in May and is now in its 43

rd
 year and the 

Erne Pike Classic which takes place over a weekend in October and is in its 13
th
 year.  Both 

events regularly attract hundreds of anglers including many international competitors to the wa-
terways in and around Enniskillen, Co Fermanagh.   

We in the Fermanagh and Omagh District, are proud of our tremendous tourism product and we 
are always delighted to extend our world-renowned hospitality to visitors to the area. While the 
competitors may only have a little free time to relax and explore the natural beauty of our district, 
they will certainly be welcome to return for a more leisurely stay and avail of the opportunity to 
indulge in some wonderful recreational fishing available across the district. 

Fermanagh and Omagh District Council supports event and festival organisers as part of its wid-
er strategic Events and Festivals framework to attract major events to the district and to show-
case what the Fermanagh and Omagh district has to offer. The Council is delighted to sponsor 
such a prestigious International event, and I would like to thank the Trout Angling Federation of 
Ireland ï Ulster Branch, for choosing Omagh as the base for the competition and for using 
Loughmacrory Lough and the Quiggery River as two of the competition venues.   

I would like to extend my best wishes to all those participating in the competition and that a good 
week of sport is enjoyed by all. 

 

Councillor Howard Thornton 

Chairman, Fermanagh and Omagh District Council 
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A Welcome from the Chairman of  
TAFI Ulster 

Mr Darren Wallace. 
 
I am delighted to formerly welcome all the teams tak-
ing part in the XVIII Commonwealth Fly Fishing Cham-
pionship. from 31st Aug to the 8th Sep 2018 in North-
ern Ireland.  
 
TAFI are the official representative of Ireland in Inter-
national Trout Fly Fishing and is one of the founding 
members of the FIPS Mouche  which is the fly fishing 
arm of CIPS the World regulating body for competitive 
fishing in all disciplines. CIPS fulfils the same function 
in fishing as the Olympic Council does in athletic sport.  
 
TAFI organises angling competitions for youths and 

seniors every year across Ireland with the winners representing Ireland at the Four Nations Bank 
Competition (Ireland, England, Scotland, and Wales), European, Commonwealth and World Fly 
Fishing Championships. This event is been organised and hosted in Northern Ireland for the first 
time by the TAFI Ulster Angling Council.  
 
The hosting of this prestigious event is the result of many years of dedicated voluntary work by 
TAFI members, both promoting senior and youth angling in Ireland and also sending teams to 
fish in the World and European Championships. 
 
Our International FIPS-Mouche Representative is Mr Denis Cronin who has been lobbying other 
member countries and individuals over the last number of years to get a TAFI team into the 
Commonwealth Competitions.  
 
Indeed the NI Team competed for the first time in Tasmania in 2012 gaining a creditable 3rd 
Team place and Individual runner up. In 2014 they again achieved a 3rd Team place and Individ-
ual runner up, They were just piped out of the same placing in Canada in 2016 finishing 4th in 
the Team event and gaining 5th and 6th Individual places. 
 
This year  the opening ceremony is being held in the Silverbirch Hotel, Omagh on Sunday 2nd 
Sep. The Silverbirch Hotel is the championship headquarters for the duration of the Competition. 
 
Official practice will be held on Friday 31st Aug and Saturday 1st Sep followed by three days of 
competition fishing on 4th, 5th and 6th of Sep. Venues include two rivers and three lakes which 
are spread over the counties of Antrim, Tyrone and Londonderry.   
 
The Silverbirch Hotel will also host the closing ceremony on Friday 7th Sep 2018 In addition a 
schools education day will be hosted by Angling NI, Loughs Agency and DAERA with conserva-
tion-orientated symposium on the same day. The Commonwealth Fly Tying and Fly Casting 
competitions will also be held at the Omagh Leisure Centre in parallel with the schools event.. 
 
On behalf of the Trout Anglers Federation of Ireland, I wish the 2018 Commonwealth Fly-Fishing 
Championship anglers, their mentors and supporters, a C®ad M²le F§ilte (a hundred thousand 
welcomes) to Northern Ireland. 
 
Darren Wallace 
Chairman,  
T.A.F.I. Ulster 
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Welcome from the TAFI Ulster organiser. 

 
On behalf of the organising committee for the Trout An-
glers Federation of Ireland, Ulster Angling Council, it gives 
me great pleasure to welcome all the participating teams 
their mentors and supporters to the XVIII Commonwealth 
Fly Fishing Championships 2018. 
 
This is a unique competition which is being hosted in 
Northern Ireland for the first time and we are delighted to 
welcome our fellow Commonwealth Fly Fishers to North-
ern Ireland. Thank you for making the journey here to rep-
resent your countries. I hope you have an enjoyable time 
here with us. 
 
It was two years ago when Jill Manderno and I shook 
hands after the unanimous decision taken at the AGM in 
Canada to award the XVIII Competition to Northern Ire-
land. 

 
Since then it has been a journey of discovery in may ways, from hosting Jill around the venues in July 
2017 (and getting lost once or twice!!) to where we are today, up and running. 
 
The competition will be fished in the true traditions of the Commonwealth Fly Fishers motto ñFishing in 
Friendshipò and using the FIPS Mouche rules that we all understand, which is also to spread friendship 
through angling throughout the World. 
 
As competitive anglers representing your Countries you all share a common interest and a strong bond in 
your love for angling. In spite of the hugely competitive nature of this competition and the great desire to 
excel, to be the best in your sport, we hope that the friendships forged here in Northern Ireland will endure 
and endure for a lifetime. 
 
We hope your experience of our wide variety of Trout angling justifies our reputation as being the premier 
Trout angling destination in Europe, if not the World and when you depart our shores we would be hopeful 
that you would promote Northern Ireland as a worthwhile angling destination.  
 
It would be very wrong of me to claim that setting up this competition has been all my own work. It has 
not. I have enjoyed tremendous support form numerous people; too many to mention but a few in particu-
lar are worth of mention. Mr David Mann and his team from DAERA, Mr Kevil Wilson and his team from 
the Loughs Agency. The clubs and owners of the competition venues for allowing us to use their waters 
for the competition.  
 
Finally, may I wish each and every one of you a very successful XVIII Commonwealth Fly Fishing Cham-
pionship 2018 and I hope it will be enjoyable, rewarding and a competitive championship for you all. 
 
 

Alan R McDade 
TAFI Ulster Organiser. 
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Programme from 31st Aug to 8th Sep  
(Programme is subject to change & confirmation) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday 31st Aug 2018  

0900 ï1800 Official Practice on Competition 

waters. 

Saturday 1st Sep 2018 
0900 ï1800 Official Practice on Competition wa-
ters. 

Sunday 2nd Sep 2018 
15.00 Check In to Silverbirch Hotel. 
18.00 Opening Ceremony. 
18.30 Family & Team Photographs. 
19.00 Welcome drinks reception. 
19.30 Welcome Dinner. 
21.00 Entertainment. 

Monday 3rd Sep 2018  
07.30 Breakfast  
09.30 Captains Meeting & Draw 
10.30 Captains meeting concludes 
19.30 Evening Dinner 

Tuesday 4th Sep 2018  
05.00 Breakfast  
06.00 First Buses Depart  
07.00 Second Buses Depart 
09.00 - 12.00 Session 1  
12.00 - 15.00 Lunch & Change Venues 
15.00 - 18.00 Session 2 
18.00 - 19.45 Return to Hotel 
19.30 - Evening Dinner 
20.30 - Captains meeting. 

Wednesday 5th Sep 2018  
07.30 Breakfast  
09.00 -12.00 Free Time  
12.00 - Buses Depart for Venues 
15.00 -18.00 Session 3  
18.00 - 19.45 Return to Hotel 
19.30 - Evening Dinner 
20.30 - Captains meeting. 

Thursday 6th Sep 2018  
05.00 - Breakfast  
06.00 - First Buses Depart 
07.00 - Second Buses Depart 
09.00 -12.00 Session 1  
12.00 - 15.00 Lunch & Change Venues 
15.00 - 18.00 Session 2 
18.00 - 19.45 Return to Hotel 
19.30 - Evening Dinner 
20.30 - Captains meeting. 

Friday 7th Sep 2018 
07.30 - 08:30 Breakfast  
09:30 - 15:30 Schools Workshop 
10.00 - 13.00 Fly Casting Competition  
10.00 - 13.00 Fly Tying Competition 
15.00 - 16.00 Symposium 
16.00 - 17.00 CFFA AGM 
19.00 - 19.30 Drinks 
19.30 - 21.00 Awards Dinner  
21.00 - 21.45 Awards Presentation 
21.45 - 00:30 Entertainment 

Saturday 8th Sep 2018 

07.30 - 09.00 Breakfast  

11.00 - Check Out and Farewells 

Note: The Commonwealth Fly Casting and Fly 

Tying Competitions are generously sponsored by 

Fermanagh & Omagh District Council 
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The General Manager and Staff of the Silverbirch Hotel & Business Centre welcome all the 

Commonwealth Officials, Competitors and Supporters staying with us in our Hotel in Omagh. 

We hope you will have an enjoyable stay here with us and if there is anything we can do to 

make your stay even more enjoyable then do please let us know and we will endeavour to 

comply with your request. 

You will of course be welcome back anytime so do check out our web site 

www.silverbirchhotel.com 

Best wishes and ñTight Linesò to all the competitors. 

Liam Mc Elhinney 

General Manager 
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The Loughmacrory & Murrin's District Angling Associa-
tion control the water of Loughmacrory. 
 
Loughmacrory anglers were formed in 2009 and has since gone from 
strength to strength and grown into one of the top venues for visiting 
anglers from across the globe.  
 
We pride ourselves on our dedication and commitment to angling and 
paving the way for future generations of anglers to follow in our foot-
steps.  

As a non-profit club we rely heavily on a hard working, forward thinking committee to help main-
tain our status as an angling hub for Northern Ireland. 

Loughmacrory is a 55 acre lough situated in the small village of Loughmacrory in County Tyrone 
with a scenic 1.3 mile walkway around its border.  

Our keenly priced day tickets and season tickets are available in our local shop with the added 
option of hiring one of our high quality resident 19ft Sheelin boats with only electric engines per-
mitted.  

We have a number of species in our lake such as wild brown trout, stocked rainbow trout, 
perch, pike and eels with all legal methods of fishing permitted.  

Fishing is easily accessible from either bank or boat due to our recently installed high spec fami-
ly/disabled friendly jetties, with our new clubhouse also available as a place of rest from the ele-
ments or for the compulsory tea break. 

Loughmacrory & Murrins District Angling Associ-



мм 

Woodford Fly Fishery can be found in tranquil settings, nestling in the shadow of the WW1 
Knockagh Monument. Situated on the Woodburn Road, Carrickfergus. 
 
It has been established for over 30 years, providing a service to the local community and visiting 
anglers from as far away as Europe, Australia, South Africa, America, Great Britain and all 4 cor-
ners of Ireland.  
 
The Fly Lake is stocked with premium trout ranging from 1.5lb to 17lb in weight and also has a 
well stocked on-site tackle shop with fishing gear from Greys, JMC, Airflo, Wychwood, Rio and 
tying gear from Veniard, Flybox and Irish Fly Supplies.  
 
The present proprietor, Darren Wallace, has been involved with the fishery for over 20 years 
both as a member and proprietor. Woodford is seen as a safe haven for junior anglers, who are 
encouraged and helped by the senior anglers to learn and develop their fishing skills because if 
you teach a child to fish you have given them a skill for life, which gives the kids an extra focus 
for their free time. 
 
Woodford has also featured in the major national fly fishing magazines, Irish Angler, Total Fly 
Fisher and Trout Fisherman promoting local tourism. Everyone get a very warm welcome at 
Woodford. 
 
Woodford would also hold regular fly-fishing competitions, attracting anglers from all over Ire-
land. In the past few years Woodford has hosted the World Youth Fly Fishing Championships, 
International Stillwater Bank Championships, TAFI All Ireland Interprovincial Championships as 
well as the Ulster Stillwater Championships.  
 
This year we are looking forward to welcoming the teams from the Commonwealth Countries to 
Woodford Fly Fishery and hope that everyone has an enjoyable stay in Northern Ireland.  
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The Finore Angling Association was formed in 2012 to protect and promote the Quiggery and 
Seskinore rivers. There had been no club on these rivers since the 1970's.  

A very large number of local landowners agreed to permit access to club members with the help 
of local community leaders.  

After a large amount of habitat improvement was carried out in the form of croys, bankside 
planting and new stock fencing with stiles the river hosted the World Youth Fly Fishing Competi-
tion in 2013.  

The quality and quantity of brown trout caught in the club's rivers has been steadily improving 
year on year thanks to continued habitat improvement and is frequently used as a venue for re-
gional and national competitions. 

We hope that those attending the XVIII Commonwealth Fly Fishing Competition 2018 will enjoy 
fishing our river. 

David Spencer 

Secretary 

Quiggery River (Finore Anglers Association) 
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STRAID FLY FISHERY 
 
With a reputation for class fish in both our fly lakes it makes it hard to chose anywhere else for quality 
and price. Everyone is welcome. Our emphasis is on QUALITY, well finned, hard fighting rainbow trout. 
Anglers may choose to fish from one of our fourteen boats or bank fish. 

 
These are exciting times at Co. Antrim's largest privately run fishery. Our 3 Lakes cater  for a wide vari-
ety of angler: 
 
Our Main 20 Acre Fly Fishing Lake - with a fleet of 14 boats and 1200m of accessible bank angling 
available features a lake which holds rainbow trout into double figures. 
 
NEW - 2 Acre Discover Lake - where Family Fishing Fun is our aim. Reserved for families only (1 adult 
per 2 under  12's. This ANY METHOD lake is perfect for families to be introduced to our sport. 
 
NEW - Horsetail Retreat Carp & Tench Lake - this specialist lake holds double figure carp. It's is a 
members only facility for bait angling but pre-booked fly sessions are available. 
 
Straid Fishery has built a reputation for making superb quality fishing 
available to the public. Concentrating our efforts on quality stocking, clean 
and comfortable facilities and competitive prices has seen anglers travel 
to us from near and far.  
 
Banks and paths have been cleared to allow easy access to the lake's 
margins.  Anglers with restricted mobility can be transported by staff to 
their choice of fishing stand.  
 
Enjoy the comforts of home in our newly modernised tea room where 
complimentary tea, coffee and microwave facilities are available. You are 
welcome to come in for a rest and browse our fishing books and maga-
zines.  
 
Refurbished Ladies and Gents toilets are available 30 yds from the tea-
room. 
Contact us: info@straidfishery.com 
Tel: 028 9303 8721 
Www.straidfishery.com 
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DENNETT RIVER 
 

The Burn Dennett River often referred to just as ñThe Dennettò is a small to medium sized river. The 
source of the river starts in the Sperrin Mountains in County Tyrone and flows in a N-W direction until it 
reaches the village of Donemana, where it flows North West into the River Foyle.  
 
Dennett Anglers Association Donemana, Co. Tyrone has 15miles, (24km) of both banks fishing. The riv-
er is perhaps best known for its sea trout, which are at their peak from June to August.  
 
Brown trout are best fished for in June and July as a spate is fining down. Tackle shop in nearby town of 
Strabane. Nearest /Village: Donemana (Dunamanagh).  
 
How to get there: Near the village of Donemana (Dunamanagh) and the main Londonderry/Strabane 
Road. Season: 20th May ï 20th October. 
 

Methods: Fly, spinning, worm. Best Flies: Sedges, Klinkhammers, Hawthorn Flies, Large dark olives, 

Iron blue dun, Small dark olives Nymphs & General May fly patterns, May ï June.  

Permit: An unlimited number of day tickets.  
 
For more information contact: Loughs Agency, 22 Victoria Road, Londonderry, BT47 2AB.  
 
Tel: (028) 7134 2100, RoI (048) 7134 2100  
 
Facebook: Dennett Anglers Association 


